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Pathways Film Club, 7:00 pm, Wednesday, March14
Film: The Rapture
Pathways Book Club. 7:00 pm, Wednesday, March21
Book: A Canticle for Leibowitz
!
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The Pathways Centre’s Winter 2007 programming focused on the theme Confronting Our Shadows . In
January, participants explored the theme of Triumphalism through viewing and discussing the film At the End
of the Spear and in a presentation by Dr. Willi Braun on January 25. In February, Patriarchalism came under
the microscope with the Film Club viewing of Whale Rider, the Book Club discussion of The Handmaiden’s
Tale and a presentation by Rev. Sally Boyle on February 22. Summaries of both presentations follow; fuller
versions can be found on the Pathways website at www.pathways-centre.org

Too Much Kingdom, Too Little Community?

Dr. Willi Braun, professor of Religious Studies at the University of Alberta, tackled the subject of
triumphalism in the earliest centuries of Christianity. According to Braun, it was not long after Jesus’ death
that his followers began to declare and debate the essential rightness of the new religious. Braun cites many
sources from the 1° to 3" centuries AD to support this early Christian view of Jesus as a god-man who was
superior over other gods and even Caesar himself.

In the Gospel of Mark, we see the mythic story of combat between good and evil and the term “Kingdom
of God” comes to be seen by the gospel writer as exclusive and hostile toward outsiders. The writer is utterly
convinced of the Kingdom’s cause and has vindictive expectations for its opponents. Adolf von Harnarck
summarizes the Christian views in the 2™ century: The church now presents itself as the civilizing and
cohesive power which is to create, even in the present age, a state that shall embrace an undivided
humanity.

The Roman Emperor Constantine institutionalized the “superiority” of Christianity through his support of art
and architecture that depicted Jesus as an emperor and his disciples as the governing aristocracy. Diognetus
depicts Christians as “a new race of humans” that are “the highest, clear and single authority” while the
Didache (ca 100 CE) divides people neatly into “we” and “they” depending on their beliefs.

Readers’ Forum: Pathways wants to hear your reaction; a limited number of responses will be printed. Some questions

to consider: Do today’s Christians and Christian churches still think and act that way? Is it possible to have one
“cohesive power” even within the Christian church? Would you like to see Christianity “rule the world” ? Would
uniformity in thought and religion lessen conflict and war, i.e. bring peace to the world?

Bending Ladders into Circles

Rev. Sally Boyle, minister of Ottewell United Church, gave a lively address to Pathways on the theme of
patriarchalism: “We, all human beings, have supported a patriarchal/hierarchical social structure for centuries,
declaring that it is “just the way it is” or it is “the way God ordained it to be”. We have supported a system in
which men dominate, in which women, children, people of colour, and the earth itself are of much less value.
We have created God in the image of a man and, within the hierarchical structure, placed God over all and
above all.

The shadows created in the church by such a structure are so extensive that one might suggest that the
church is simply living in the dark. We preach about a God of love, about equality of the races, about “in
Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek...” (Galatians 3:28). We preach about everyone being a child of God
and about “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof”.(Psalm 24:1) And while we say those things (and
truly mean them) we have ensured that women and children do not have the same place in the power
structure of the church as men; we have preached racial discrimination; we have condemned and shunned
people based on sexual orientation; we have continued to attempt to define where each of fits on the ladder
to heaven.

Bending ladders into circles requires that first and foremost we set aside a fundamental principle

that principle is hierarchy and patriarchalism. If we, as church, are to truly live what we
say we believe, we must re-imagine God in some other image and place than all powerful male above the
heavens. If we truly believe that we (all of us) are the children of God (1 John 3:1) then we cannot continue to
say that some people are of greater value than others. (cont page 4...)



So, if God is not “out there” then where? If God is not “patriarch,” “all powerful” then what? | believe, as
feminists have been saying for many years now, that God is here, “Emmanuel”,with us. More recently | have
come to believe that God is pure loving energy. God is the energy of love that flows through the world and
you and me and the earth and the animals in a rather circular, chaotic ever-moving kind of way. It is this ever-
moving, loving energy which flows through us and makes it possible for us to “love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you”. (Matt 5:44). Martin Buber in | And Thou speaks of us understanding God as Thou.
At the same time we look at each other as Other, as different from and often lesser than ourselves. He
encourages us to think instead of each other as Thou. | suggest that means that we must begin to think of
each other as part of God, being in God. | believe that as we do that we will open up the channels for the
loving energy which is God to finally flow through the circles of our lives. As this energy begins to flow the
earth and all who dwell therein will be healed.”

Readers’ Forum: Boyle asks some provocative questions in her address and challenges those individuals and
churches who supports hierarchy and patriarchalism. She also reveals her personal vision of “God ast  he
energy of love.” What is your reaction? Send in your responses to one or both presentations by mail (Pathways Centre,
10209 123 Street, Edmonton AB T5N 1N3) or email www.nshwwc@shaw.ca. We will print a limited number next issue.
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The Pathways Centre Committee

Nancy Heule, Chair
Carol Acorn, Member
Rev. Jim Allan
Jamie Bain, Treasurer
Dolores Bell, Member
Charles Bidwell, Web Designer
Sandi Darrell, Member
Rev. Lynn Elliott, Member
Rev. Bruce Miller, Founder
Catherine Molynieux, Member

Rev. James Ravenscroft, Program Chair
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Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1N3

Phone:
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Fax:
(780) 423-0941

Website:
www.pathways-centre.org







